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effect is appalling; but still they march on. Their gallantry is past all praise ; it is sublime. Now they are within a hundred yards. Our infantry rise up and pour round after round into these heroic troops. At Waterloo the Old Guard recoiled before a less severe fire. But there was no recoil in these men of the South; they marched right on as though they courted death."
At the objective point of the Confederate attack was but a single line of men, two ranks, with no reserves in sight; and as the men stood there in one feeble but undaunted line, each man felt that he must die in his tracks if necessary, as a break in the line would cause a defeat of the army.
As the enemy came nearer, they grew more excited; and inspired by their officers and the hopes of an easy victory, they started on 'the run, filling the air with their peculiar yells. But when they reached a point where musket-firing became effective, the veterans of the Peninsula, Antietam, Fredericksburg, and Chancel-lorsville poured in upon them such a volley as to stagger them and throw them into confusion. This was followed by a rapid fire that caused them to fall back.
Pettigrew followed Pickett, and when his division came in range he received like treatment; but the enemy were so persistent that they actually obtained a foothold upon the Union line, and in some places hand-to-hand fights took place.
General Hancock was everywhere, exposed to danger arid cheering the men by his presence. He detected the exposed position of the left flank of Petti-ss the interval. The distance was nearly a mile, too great to double-quick, and those lines of gray moved on in common time, but with a steadiness and precision seldom equalled. The gaps in their ranks were closed as soon as made.
